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Dr. Benjamin Boone

I care a great deal about your education. Why? Because I want you to be able to experience the feeling of truly understanding music. I want you to get the most enjoyment possible out of listening to music, performing music, conducting music and writing music. I want you to be great teachers, dynamic performers and effective composers

ACADEMIC CULTURE

It may take you a while to get used to working in an academic culture. Rules of survival: 

1. GO TO EVERY CLASS. You must be there to learn.

2. Ask questions if you do not understand something. It is OK not to know everything. In fact, asking a question shows you know enough to ASK! 

3. Each class is a TEAM. Work TOGETHER to help each other understand. You are not competing against anyone else!!!

4. You must allocate TIME to learn. Expect to spend 2 hours outside of class for each hour in class. Adjust your schedule accordingly.

5. Make school your PRIMARY FOCUS for four years.

6. Use professors’ office hours. 

7. Have high expectations of yourself, and you will learn more.

8. If your teacher has high expectations of you and challenges you, thank him or her. They believe in you and are trying to HELP you be the best you can be.

9. Make flash cards on index cards. Put question on the front, answer on the back. Look at these as you walk to class.

10. Use MacGamut, Musica Practica and theory/ear training websites in the computer lab or at home. 

IS THIS CLASS IMPORTANT? WHY LEARN THIS STUFF?

1. People Can Hear If You Don’t Really Know the Theory

Playing music is like speaking. Do you like to hear people who don’t know anything about a subject blab on and on and on about it? Maybe for 5 minutes or more? (come on, we all know people like that!) Well, if you perform a piece and don’t know the theory behind it, it’s the same thing. People can HEAR that you don’t REALLY know what you doing – or REALLY know the meaning of the “words” you are using! You can’t convey what you don’t know! 

Professionals know that music directs the ear through the use of various musical parameters. By controlling these parameters, they are able to control emotional content. The bottom line: You need to KNOW the musical “words” you are using so you can communicate effectively!

2. YOU Will Be The Teacher Very Soon!!!

In a short time, students will look to YOU for musical knowledge and guidance. As a performer, your peers will expect YOU to know what is going on in the music. YOU will be expected to be the authority if you are a teacher. During your interview, YOU will be expected to KNOW. YOU might even end up being the only musically educated person in a town. Don’t you want to be able to HELP those students? Don’t you want to be an authority on music? Music classes are for you, so you will be prepared!

3. Don’t You Just Want To KNOW More About Music, this Thing You Love?

Learning is more valuable than “making a grade.”
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